<TALES OF DESTINT

" Which does not forbid the exercise of my own free
will/' argued the Rajput. " The Supreme Being, the
presiding power of creation, call him Allah if you
will, understanding my heart as he understands all
things, knows beforehand what choice of action I
shall make at the moment of an emergency. But that
still leaves me responsible for the deed which I elect
to do. Such is my understanding of destiny. It gives
fore-knowledge to God, but leaves free will to man/'
" From all of which I do not dissent/' rejoined the
astrologer. " It is only the ignorant or the base that
makes kismet the excuse for helplessness or for
wrongdoing. But as the stars under which a man is
born influence that man's acts, then does the reading
of the stars guide us as to what the future has in
store."

" I know little about your stars/' replied the Rajput.
" But let us have the story," he added, crossing his
hands on his knees in an attitude of expectancy.
The astrologer, saluting his audience generally with
a bow of acquiescence, thus began:
i

" By your courtesy let me first explain, as necessary
to the understanding of the tale which is to follow,
that I am from Persia, from the city of Teheran,
where for many generations my ancestors were pro-
found students of astrology, some of them famous
men because of their skilful divinations, with repu-
tations that reached even to StambouL For thither
in my early boyhood to the court of the Sultan of the
Osmanlis was my father summoned, and him I never
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